1Toxic emissions from a 2-
stroke gas blower include:

Carbon Monoxide (CO)

A 2-stroke gas blower emits 26
times as much CO as the
average large car.

Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) Benzene, 1,3 butadiene,
acetaldehyde, and formaldehyde.
A 2-stroke gas leaf blower
produces 498 times as much
VOCs as a large car.

Particulate Matter (PM),
specifically PM 2.5

A 2-stroke blower emits 49 times
as much PM as a large car.

A 2-stroke gas leaf blower emits
more pollution in 30 minutes
than a Ford F-150 Raptor pickup
truck produces in 3,500 miles
(Edmunds 2011).

Lung and Respiratory System
Damage

The toxic emissions of gas-
powered leaf blowers is
associated with higher rates of
cancer, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), and
asthma (American Lung Assoc.)

2Hearing Damage

The noise of 2-stroke leaf
blowers for the operator is in the
90-115 dB range. Anything over
85 dB is known to cause
irreversible hearing loss after
just 2 hrs.

6The noise of electric blowers is
in the 59-65 dB range.

Other Health Effects
Dizziness, headaches, allergies,
higher rates of breast cancer,
cardiovascular disease and
dementia are all associated with
inhaling the pollutants emitted
by leaf blowers.

Environmental noise has been
found to be associated with an
increased incidence of arterial
hypertension, myocardial
infarction, heart failure, and
stroke.

Quality of Life

Because the noise gas-powered
leaf blowers produce is high-
decibel and low-frequency, it
travels far and through windows
and walls, making their use a
nuisance to neighbors and
passersby.

Gas spills

The EPA estimates: “"Americans
spill 17 million gallons of
gasoline each year filling lawn
equipment. That’s more than the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill in
Alaska.”

4Electric blowers are easy to

use

e Turns on with a simple press
of a button or flip of a switch.

e No messing with gas or oil.

e A corded blower is as light as
a 2-stroke gas blower, and a
battery-powered blower is
only slightly heavier.

e No need for ear plugs.

’Electricity is turning green.
As New York transitions to
renewable electricity, using an
electric blower will involve zero
greenhouse gas emissions.

Consider mulching and/or

leaving some leaves on lawn

e leaves provide wintering sites
for pollinators, fireflies, and
other insects

e provides food sources for
insects and birds

e decomposing leaves return
nutrients to soil and act as
weed control agent.
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